


From January to June 2016, the European Women’s Lobby (EWL) 
developed, together with the Women’s Refugee Commission 
(WRC) and the European Network of Migrant Women (ENoMW), 
the #womensvoices project “From conflict to peace? Women 
and girls’ voices on the move”. 



Why?
Because European and national policies are gender blind to the reality faced 
by women and girls on the road, especially when it comes to the different 
forms of violence they face at all stages of their journey towards peace. 

Because women and girls fleeing conflicts and travelling to or settling in 
Europe are at higher risk of suffering from male violence. On the way and in 
the centres, they face rape, sexual assault, sexual harassment, from different 
perpetrators; they have to resort to prostitution in order to get access to food, 
housing or transport; they face domestic violence; girls are being sold for 
marriage or trafficked for sexual exploitation…



The #womensvoices project: a 
unique and impactful 6-month 
project putting violence against 
refugee women and girls on the 
European political agenda

A unique project methodology:
• A bottom-up approach
• Questionnaires sent to all EWL members (50 national and European coordinations)
• Stakeholders’ mapping to identify and meet key actors
• #womensvoices Forum convening EWL members and key players on the issue
• #womensvoices recommendations with advocacy tools
• #womensvoices European Dialogue, bringing women’s voices at EU level
• Country findings factsheet





THREE ADVOCACY TOOLS



Our demands:
• Ratification of the Istanbul Convention
• Comprehensive and coordinated policies on all forms of violence against women
• A victim-centred approach including specific measures for refugee women and girls
• Systematic and adequate data collection and research
• Appropriate financial and human resources
• National Action Plans on Women, Peace and Security







Our demands:
• Transit/accommodation centres built and staffed in a gender-sensitive manner
• Universal access to sexual and reproductive health and rights
• A coordinated global approach to prevent and respond to violence against women in 

crisis contexts
• Empowering women and girls as agents of change







Our demands:
• Asylum procedures comply with the UNHCR Guidelines on International Protection
• The EU asylum system include a gender perspective
• All women entering the EU should be granted independent legal status
• Gender focal points in the European Asylum Support Office





A timely, 
relevant & 
strategic 
project



4 June 2016: adoption of EWL emergency motion on “Promotion of women protection 
in EU and UN refugee policies”

“We, the EWL, request the following urgent actions:
• that EU Member States should increase the number of UNHCR quota refugees and give priority to women within 

the quota system;
• that EU Member States implement the principle of family unification upheld in the UN Refugee Convention of 1951, 

in order that mothers, sisters and daughters of men refugees travel to Europe safely and avoid becoming victims of 
human traffickers;

• that EU Member States apply the principle of human rights to women refugees and children including internally 
displaced persons (IDP), taking into account especially women’s asylum claims, including child, early and forced 
marriages, as contained in international instruments such as CEDAW and the Convention on the Rights of the Child;

• that EU Member States implement EU law dealing with asylum, including relevant Directives on gender and 
women’s rights.”



Now is the time for action for Europe to implement 
a gender-sensitive humanitarian response!









To find out more:

www.womenlobby.org
@Europeanwomen

http://www.womenlobby.org/

