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Prostitution and violence 



VIn 2004 in France, a man was arrested for having 
raped and kept a prostituted woman locked up.  

VIŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴŜŘ ǘƻΧ Ǉŀȅ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ΨǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΩΗ όмлл euros) 

 Ą Are women in prostitution 
second class citizens? 

 

La Dépêche du Midi, 7 October 2004 

Judicial violence 



VApril 2009, in a French regional daily newspaper:     
Ψ! нл-year old man has been arrested after having 
robbed a prostituted woman but also gained a free 
ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƪƴƛŦŜΩ  

 

Ą A free sexual service under the threat of a knife,     
it is a RAPE! 
 

La Dépêche du Midi, 13 April 2009 

Media violence 



VCƻǊ нр҈ ƻŦ ƳŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ΨǊŀǇŜΩ ŦƻǊ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ 
ǇǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ΨǊƛŘƛŎǳƭƻǳǎΩΧ 

 

 
Melissa Farley, Julie Bindel and Jacqueline  
aΦ DƻƭŘƛƴƎΣ άaŜƴ ǿƘƻ ōǳȅ ǎŜȄΦ ²Ƙƻ ǘƘŜȅ  
buy and what they know. A research study  
of 103 men who describe their use of  
trafficked and non-trafficked women  
in prostitution, and their awareness  
ƻŦ ŎƻŜǊŎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜέΣ  
Prostitution Research and Education  
and Eaves, 2009 

Social violence 



V47% of buyers pursued the transaction even after 
explicit warnings that the girl was likely to be under 18 

 Ą a sense of impunity? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Shapiro Group., Men who buy sex with adolescent girls: A scientific research 
study. Atlanta: The Shapiro Group. 

Social violence 



Vά{ƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǇ ƘŜǊ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ Ƴȅ 
ƳƻƴŜȅέ 

 Ą Prostitution is not about sexuality, it is about 
power and domination 

 
Durschlag, R., & Goswami, S. (2008), 
Deconstructing the demand for  
prostitution: Preliminary insights  
from interviews with Chicago men 
who purchase sex. Chicago: Chicago  
Alliance Against Sexual Exploitation. 

Economic violence 



VAround 50% of buyers have paid for sex in other 
countries. They cite a variety of reasons for traveling 
to other countries for prostitution, including price, 
variety and exoticism. 

 Ą ¢ƘŜ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŘǊƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƭȅΧ 
 
Farley et al., 2009 
Macleod et al., 2008 

Racist violence 



Extract from an ad for a strip club in Spain: 

άLŦ ȅƻǳ ǎƭŜŜǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊǎΣ ǎƘŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ 
anything. She can wait for you twelve hours a day 
ŀƴŘ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ {ƘŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ 
from, nor with whom. You can ask her anything, she 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǳǇǎŜǘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ 
ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ƴƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜΦέ 

Violence from the system itself 



V73% of women in prostitution report having been 
subjected to physical aggressions while in 
prostitution 

V62% of women in prostitution report having been 
raped 

 
aŜƭƛǎǎŀ CŀǊƭŜȅ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦΣ άtǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ  
in five countries: violence and post traumatic  
ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊέΣ Feminism and Psychology, 8, 1998 

aŜƴΩǎ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ 



V68% of women in prostitution meet the criteria for 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder in the same range 
as victims of torture 

 

aŜƭƛǎǎŀ CŀǊƭŜȅ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦΣ άtǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ 

in five countries: violence  

ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎǘ ǘǊŀǳƳŀǘƛŎ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊέΣ  

Feminism and Psychology, 8, 1998 

 

Psychological violence 



A series of myths conveyed by the 
media: 

VWomen choose prostitution 

VProstitution is about sex, it is glamorous and sexy 

VProstitution is the oldest profession in the world 

VProstitution will never disappear 

VProstitution is a job like any other, and it brings 
freedom to women 

VThe sex industry is a business like any other 

VWithout prostitution, there would be more rapes 

 



 Ψ¢ƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΩΚ 

VUp to 95% of women in street prostitution are 
problematic drug users  

V9 out of 10 women in prostitution would like to exit 
the system of prostitution but feel unable to do so 

 

Home Office, Paying the price, 2004  



 Ψ¢ƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΩΚ 

VBetween 50 and 90% of women in prostitution in 
Eastern Europe big cities are foreign women 

V75% of women victims of trafficking for sexual 
exploitation are less than 25 years old 

 

ICPMD, 1999 



 A job like any other? 

VIn Eastern Europe, up to 50% of persons in 
prostitution are believed to be minors. Children as 
young as age 11 work as prostitutes and are used to 
make pornographic films. 

 Ą ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΧ 
 

Eurojust News,  

April 2010 

(from 2005 CoE 

Report on  

organised crime) 



A way to reduce rapes and violence 
against women? 

VNevada, where procuring is decriminalized, sees 
the highest rates of rape compared to all US states 

http://www.prostitutionetsociete.fr/p
olitiques-publiques/legislations-
nationales/nevada-les-bordels-
exemplaires-d  

http://www.prostitutionetsociete.fr/politiques-publiques/legislations-nationales/nevada-les-bordels-exemplaires-d
http://www.prostitutionetsociete.fr/politiques-publiques/legislations-nationales/nevada-les-bordels-exemplaires-d
http://www.prostitutionetsociete.fr/politiques-publiques/legislations-nationales/nevada-les-bordels-exemplaires-d
http://www.prostitutionetsociete.fr/politiques-publiques/legislations-nationales/nevada-les-bordels-exemplaires-d
http://www.prostitutionetsociete.fr/politiques-publiques/legislations-nationales/nevada-les-bordels-exemplaires-d
http://www.prostitutionetsociete.fr/politiques-publiques/legislations-nationales/nevada-les-bordels-exemplaires-d
http://www.prostitutionetsociete.fr/politiques-publiques/legislations-nationales/nevada-les-bordels-exemplaires-d
http://www.prostitutionetsociete.fr/politiques-publiques/legislations-nationales/nevada-les-bordels-exemplaires-d
http://www.prostitutionetsociete.fr/politiques-publiques/legislations-nationales/nevada-les-bordels-exemplaires-d
http://www.prostitutionetsociete.fr/politiques-publiques/legislations-nationales/nevada-les-bordels-exemplaires-d
http://www.prostitutionetsociete.fr/politiques-publiques/legislations-nationales/nevada-les-bordels-exemplaires-d
http://www.prostitutionetsociete.fr/politiques-publiques/legislations-nationales/nevada-les-bordels-exemplaires-d
http://www.prostitutionetsociete.fr/politiques-publiques/legislations-nationales/nevada-les-bordels-exemplaires-d
http://www.prostitutionetsociete.fr/politiques-publiques/legislations-nationales/nevada-les-bordels-exemplaires-d


A solution for desperate men? 

V43% of men were with friends when they engaged 
with prostitution, 65% had their first experience 
arranged by friends or colleagues 

 Ą Peer pressure, linked to a stereotypical idea of 
ΨƳŀǎŎǳƭƛƴƛǘȅΩ  

  
!ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ ϧ hΩ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭ 5ŀǾƛŘǎƻƴΣ 

 2002. Farley et al., 2009 



A biological need? 

VIn the USA, the states with higher circulation rates 
of pornographic magazines have higher rape rates 

Vά²ŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǇƻǊƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ Ƴȅ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ 
ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎέ 

  
Baron & Straus (1984), in Mary Anne 
[ŀȅŘŜƴΣ ΨtƻǊƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŀƴŘ ±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΥ ŀ 
ƴŜǿ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΩΣ нллф  
Farley et al., Men who buy sex, 2009, 
p.7 



Our approach to the system of 
prostitution has an impact on 
society as a whole, and on the 
relationships between women 

and men 



Prostitution is a form of male violence 
against women 

VtǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ  ƻŦ ΨŎƘƻƛŎŜΩ ς What is 
ΨŦǊŜŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΩΚ 

VProstitution is not a question of sexuality ς There is 
nothing sexually new in prostitution! 

VProstitution is about patriarchy: it is the ultimate 
ǿŀȅ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
sexuality, through an exchange of money or an abuse 
of unequal economic relations 

 

 



Prostitution is violence against women 

VProstitution is part of the historical continuum of male 
violence against women 

VIncest, rape, marital rape are outlawed thanks to 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ bDhǎ 

VThe system of prostitution remains as the ultimate place 
for male domination, legitimised by a distorted 
representation of equality in commercial exchange ς 
money exchange is all but an expression of equality 



Prostitution is violence against women 

VRefusing prostitution is about setting a standard of 
human dignity for all women and girls around the world 

VRefusing prostitution is about calling for free, genuine 
and respectful sexuality ς ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ΨǇǊƻ-ǎŜȄΩΗ 

 

Ą ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǊŜŀƭ Ŝǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 
prostitution of some women by some men 



Prostitution in Europe 



17 out of 27 EU member States 
have ratified the UN 

Convention of 1949 for the 
Suppression of the Traffic in 

Persons and of the 
Exploitation of the 

Prostitution of Others. 
 

What about your 
country? 

tǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΧ  



tǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΧ  

There are nowadays three main approaches to the 
system of prostitution : 

VRegulationism: prostitution is a job, procuring is 
decriminalised (Germany, the Netherlands) 

VAbolitionism: prostitution is considered as violence 
against women, procuring and prostitute-users are 
criminalised (Sweden, Norway, Iceland) 

VProhibitionΥ ΨWǳǎǘ ƘƛŘŜ ƛǘΗΩtŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
procuring are criminalised, sometimes also prostitute-
users (Croatia) 



The regulationist approach 

Impact on prostituted persons 

VStill poor conditions 

VDecrease of well-being (emotional, social, legal...) 

VNo alternatives provided 

Impact on trafficking 

VIncrease of trafficking and organised crime 

V50 to 90% of women in prostitution being trafficked 

VIncrease of child trafficking and prostitution 

 

 

 



The abolitionist approach 

Impact on prostituted persons 

VReduction of street prostitution (halved) 

VNo evidence of Swedish sex tourism abroad 

Impact on trafficking 

VDecrease of trafficking and organised crime 

Impact on society 

VIncreased support to the law 

VDecrease of the number of prostitute-users 

 

 

 



By tolerating the systems 
of prostitution, we 

support traffickers and 
organized crime. 

 
All forms of prostitution 
are a violation of human 

rights. 

To end trafficking in women, we 
need to end prostitution 



EWL abolitionist principles 
 

The prostitution of women and girls constitutes a 
ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ and 
a serious form of male violence against women. The 

tolerance of the EU and its member states for the 
system of prostitution allow for ƳŜƴΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅ, and fuels 

trafficking in women for sexual exploitation. The 
persistence of systems of prostitution in EU member 
states demonstrates the failure at European level to 
ǊŜŀŎƘ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ Ŝǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ. 



EWL political demands 
 

No repression towards persons in prostitution / No taxation of 
their incomes / Concrete alternatives / Unconditionality in the 

deliverance of residence permits to foreign persons in prostitution 
/ Equal treatment when victims of male violence 

 

aŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ΨǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΩ κ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎ ƻƴ 
accountability and deterrence towards prostitute-users  

 

 Prevention of prostitution / Education to a respectful sexuality / 
Awareness raising on the reality of prostitution and break 

stereotypes 
 

Condemn all forms of procuring and pimping and refuse its 
decriminalisation / Restitution of all procuring benefits and funds 

 



The work of the European 

Womenôs Lobby on 
prostitution 



V ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǳƳōǊŜƭƭŀ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
associations in the EU 

V tǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ Ŝǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 
in Europe 

V Members in all 27 EU member states and 3 
candidate countries, as well as 21 European-
wide associations Ą representing over 2500 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

The EWL: the democratic voice of 
women at European level 



VMonitoring of European, national and 
international policies and legislation  

VAdvocacy ƻƴ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ 

VProjects on specific areas 

VAwareness raising / mobilization campaigns, 
communication, media, at international and 
European levels  

VBuilding effective partnerships  

 

 

 

  

The EWL: the democratic voice of 
women at European level 



Three-ȅŜŀǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ΨbƻǊŘƛŎ-
.ŀƭǘƛŎ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΩ (2005-08), 
with NGOs and government 
agencies  
 

Ą Concrete activities to 
support and assist women 
victims of trafficking for 
sexual exploitation 
 

EWL work on prostitution and trafficking 



Nordic Baltic Network - Standards for implementation of 
a victim-centred approach 

 

VIdentification of women victims of THB 
VResidence status and Reflection delay 
VShelter and specialised services 
VReferrals and Safe returns 
VVictim protection and data protection 
VCompensation and Financial assistance 
 

EWL work on prostitution and trafficking 



The links between prostitution and 
sex trafficking: a briefing 
handbook  (2006, EWL-CATW) 
 
 

EWL work on prostitution and trafficking 



CƛƭƳ Ψbƻǘ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜΩ (2006, EWL-CATW) 
 
Awareness raising tool 
on survivors of the 
system of prostitution 

EWL work on prostitution and trafficking 



EWL campaign  
Ψ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ŦǊŜŜ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩ 



To get a world free from prostitution,  
ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘΧ 

V To raise awareness, open spaces for debates and 
questions, allow people to discuss, exchange, learn 
more about what prostitution really is 
V To support women survivors of prostitution and 
make their voices heard 
V To involve men who are not prostitute-users and 
change peer pressure into positive attitude towards 
Ŝǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ 
 Ą We need social and political change! 



EWL Campaign goals 

V Raise awareness on prostitution as a form of male 
violence against women 

V Give visibility to NGOs working on prostitution and/or 
with prostituted persons 

V Provide for European-wide campaign material and 
support national actions and strategies 

V Advocate at EU level for the abolition of the system of 
prostitution  

V Engage allies and supporters, from the political world 
and civil society networks, but also individuals 



Raising awareness 

Film and clip  

Ψbƻǘ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜΩ  

(EWL-CATW, 2006) 

Ensure that the 
voices of the 

survivors are heard 
 



Launching the debate 

 
Campaign clip 

ΨCƻǊ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΩ  

(EWL, 2011) 

Call on men to not be a 
party to the system of 

prostitution 



Involving 

EWL pledge 

I pledge not to engage in the system 
of prostitution and I call on local, 
national and European decision-
makers to take action towards a 
Europe free from prostitution! 



Giving visibility to NGOs 

Internet webpages dedicated to the campaign  



European campaign material 

Campaign 
postcard 



Campaign PPT 
presentation 

European campaign material 

V Facts and figures 

V Comparison of legislations 

V Presentation of EWL position 
and campaign 

V Examples of national campaigns 

V Resources and links 



Campaign logo 

European campaign material 



Launch of the European campaign 
17 June 2011, Brussels 

A press 
conference in 

Budapest on the 
same day! 


