Launch of the EU civil society platform against trafficking in human beings
The time has come to address the link between prostitution and trafficking, after 10 years of an
ineffective EU anti-trafficking policy.
Brussels, May 30th 2013
On the occasion of its first meeting on 31 May 2013 in Brussels, key NGOs welcome the establishment of
the EU civil society platform against trafficking in human beings. This group is convened as a key part of
the new EU anti-trafficking strategy 2012-2016 1. As frontline NGOs, we look forward to actively engaging in
this platform and bringing our unique expertise based on the concrete assistance we provide to several
thousands of “victims of sexual exploitation”, i.e women, children and men affected by prostitution.
We will also use this opportunity to raise critical issues that member States and the European commission
have in the past been reluctant to address. To the fore will be the practical assertion that it is impossible to
meaningfully combat trafficking in human beings if the impunity of pimps, procurers and sex buyers is not
also addressed.
The European Commission 2 and UNODC3 acknowledge that around 75% of victims of trafficking are
trafficked for sexual exploitation. Our NGOs assert that the reality which must be examined in order to
establish effective measures to prevent and deter trafficking for sexual exploitation, is the context of the
overall exploitative prostitution of women and girls from EU, or non EU, third countries.
The recently published figures of Eurostat4 illustrate the limits of the current anti-trafficking policy:
− From 2008 and to 2010, the number of victims trafficked to and in the EU increased by 18%.
− Over the same period, the number of traffickers' convictions decreased by 13%.
− While the ILO and the European commission estimate that several hundreds of thousands of people
are trafficked in the EU, the number of formally identified or presumed victims by Member states is
less than 10 000 every year (2008-2010).
In this context, we firmly believe that one cannot expect any serious results on combating trafficking for
sexual exploitation if the EU anti-trafficking policy does not address the issue of national legislations on
prostitution.
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http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52012DC0286:EN:NOT
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-12-455_en.htm?locale=fr
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-trafficking/global-report-on-trafficking-in-persons.html
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-is-new/news/news/2013/docs/20130415_thb_stats_report_en.pdf

Our NGOs will engage constructively in the EU civil society platform and will pay a specific attention to :
• the link between the legalisation of the exploitation of prostitution and the worrying development
of « trafficking for sexual exploitation » in the EU
• the inclusion of victims' perspective and recommendations in the discussion on « trafficking for
sexual exploitation »
• the minimising of the harm and exploitation of prostitution by some EU Member states and
institutions through regular references to the concepts of « sex work », “forced prostitution” or
« sex industry »
• the compliance of the EU anti-trafficking policy with the UN Convention for the Suppression of the
Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others
• the promotion of the recommendations made by more 200 European organisations through the
Brussels' Call : together for a Europe free from prostitution 5, urging EU member States to adopt the
following measures :
1- the suppression of repressive measures against prostituted persons ;
2- the criminalisation of all forms of procuring;
3- the development of real alternatives and exit programmes for those in prostitution;
4- the prohibition of the purchase of a sexual act;
5- The implementation of policies of prevention and education, to promote equality and positive sexuality;
6- The development of prevention policies in the countries of origin of prostituted persons.
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